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§622.414

68B-24.006: Gear: Traps, Buoys, Identi-
fication Requirements, Prohibited De-
vices, in effect as of July 1, 2008, IBR
approved for §622.402(a) and §622.405(b).

(5) F.A.C., Chapter 68B-38: Shrimping
and trapping: Closed areas and seasons,
Rule 68B-38.001: Citrus-Hernando
Shrimping and Trapping Closed Areas
and Seasons, in effect as of March 1,
2005, IBR approved for §622.55(e).

(6) F.A.C., Chapter 68B-55: Trap re-
trieval and trap debris removal, Rule
68B-55.002: Retrieval of Trap Debris, in
effect as of October 15, 2007, IBR ap-
proved for §622.402(c), §622.403(b), and
§622.450(c).

(7) F.A.C., Chapter 68B-55: Trap re-
trieval and trap debris removal, Rule
68B-55.004: Retrieval of Derelict and
Traps Located in Areas Permanently
Closed to Trapping, in effect as of Octo-
ber 15, 2007, IBR approved for
§622.402(c), §622.403(b), and §622.450(c).

(c) Florida Statute: Florida Division
of Marine Fisheries Management, 620
South Meridian Street, Tallahassee,
FL 32399; telephone: 850-488-4676; http./
www.leg.state.fl.us/Statutes/index.cfm.

(1) Florida Statutes, Chapter 379:
Fish and Wildlife Conservation, Part
VII: Nonrecreational Licenses, Section
379.367: Spiny lobster; regulation,
379.367, in effect as of July 1, 2008, IBR
approved for §622.402(a).

(2) [Reserved]

§622.414 [Reserved]

§622.415 Limited exemption regarding
harvest in waters of a foreign na-
tion.

(a) An owner or operator of a vessel
that has legally harvested spiny lob-
sters in the waters of a foreign nation
and possesses spiny lobster, or sepa-
rated tails, in the EEZ incidental to
such foeign harvesting is exempt from
the requirements of this subpart, ex-
cept for §622.409 with which such an
owner or operator must comply, pro-
vided proof of lawful harvest in the wa-
ters of a foreign nation accompanies
such lobsters or tails.

§622.416 Restrictions on
chase.

(a) Spiny lobster harvested in or from
the EEZ or adjoining state waters by a
vessel that has a valid Federal com-
mercial vessel permit for spiny lobster,

sale/pur-

50 CFR Ch. VI (10-1-14 Edition)

as required under §622.400(a)(1), or a
valid Federal tail-separation permit for
spiny lobster, as required under
§622.400(a)(2), may be sold or trans-
ferred only to a dealer who has a valid
Gulf and South Atlantic dealer permit,
as required under §622.400(a)(5).

(b) Spiny lobster harvested in or from
the EEZ may be first received by a
dealer who has a valid Gulf and South
Atlantic dealer permit, as required
under §622.400(a)(5), only from a vessel
that has a valid Federal commercial
vessel permit for spiny lobster or a
valid Federal tail-separation permit for
spiny lobster.

[79 FR 19497, Apr. 9, 2014]

Subpart S—Reef Fish Fishery of
Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Islands

§622.430 Gear identification.

(a) Fish traps and associated buoys. A
fish trap used or possessed in the Carib-
bean EEZ must display the official
number specified for the vessel by
Puerto Rico or the U.S. Virgin Islands
so as to be easily identified. Traps used
in the Caribbean reef fish fishery that
are fished individually, rather than
tied together in a trap line, must have
at least one buoy attached that floats
on the surface. Traps used in the Carib-
bean reef fish fishery that are tied to-
gether in a trap line must have at least
one buoy that floats at the surface at-
tached at each end of the trap line.
Each buoy must display the official
number and color code assigned to the
vessel by Puerto Rico or the U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, whichever is applicable, so
as to be easily distinguished, located,
and identified.

(b) Presumption of ownership of fish
traps. A fish trap in the EEZ will be
presumed to be the property of the
most recently documented owner. This
presumption will not apply with re-
spect to such traps that are lost or sold
if the owner reports the loss or sale
within 15 days to the RA.

(c) Disposition of unmarked fish traps
or buoys. An unmarked fish trap or a
buoy deployed in the EEZ where such
trap or buoy is required to be marked
is illegal and may be disposed of in any
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appropriate manner by the Assistant
Administrator or an authorized officer.

§622.431 Trap construction specifica-
tions and tending restrictions.

(a) Construction  specifications—(1)
Minimum mesh sice. A bare-wire fish
trap used or possessed in the EEZ that
has hexagonal mesh openings must
have a minimum mesh size of 1.5 inches
(3.8 cm) in the smallest dimension
measured between centers of opposite
strands. A bare-wire fish trap used or
possessed in the EEZ that has other
than hexagonal mesh openings or a fish
trap of other than bare wire, such as
coated wire or plastic, used or pos-
sessed in the EEZ, must have a min-
imum mesh size of 2.0 inches (5.1 cm) in
the smallest dimension measured be-
tween centers of opposite strands.

(2) Escape mechanisms. A fish trap
used or possessed in the Caribbean EEZ
must have a panel located on one side
of the trap, excluding the top, bottom,
and side containing the trap entrance.
The opening covered by the panel must
measure not less than 8 by 8 inches
(20.3 by 20.3 cm). The mesh size of the
panel may not be smaller than the
mesh size of the trap. The panel must
be attached to the trap with untreated
jute twine with a diameter not exceed-
ing % inch (3.2 mm). An access door
may serve as the panel, provided it is
on an appropriate side, it is hinged
only at its bottom, its only other fas-
tening is untreated jute twine with a
diameter not exceeding ¥ inch (3.2
mm), and such fastening is at the top
of the door so that the door will fall
open when such twine degrades. Jute
twine used to secure a panel may not
be wrapped or overlapped.

(b) Tending restrictions. A fish trap in
the Caribbean EEZ may be pulled or
tended only by a person (other than an
authorized officer) aboard the fish trap
owner’s vessel, or aboard another ves-
sel if such vessel has on board written
consent of the trap owner, or if the
trap owner is aboard and has docu-
mentation verifying his identification
number and color code. An owner’s
written consent must specify the time
period such consent is effective and the
trap owner’s gear identification num-
ber and color code.

§622.434

§622.432 Anchoring restriction.

(a) The owner or operator of any fish-
ing vessel, recreational or commercial,
that fishes for or possesses Caribbean
reef fish in or from the Caribbean EEZ
must ensure that the vessel uses only
an anchor retrieval system that recov-
ers the anchor by its crown, thereby
preventing the anchor from dragging
along the bottom during recovery. For
a grapnel hook, this could include an
incorporated anchor rode reversal bar
that runs parallel along the shank,
which allows the rode to reverse and
slip back toward the crown. For a
fluke- or plow-type anchor, a trip line
consisting of a line from the crown of
the anchor to a surface buoy would be
required.

(b) [Reserved]

§622.433 Prohibited gear and methods.

Also see §622.9 for additional prohib-
ited gear and methods that apply more
broadly to multiple fisheries or in
some cases all fisheries.

(a) Poisons. A poison, drug, or other
chemical may not be used to fish for
Caribbean reef fish in the Caribbean
EEZ.

(b) Powerheads. A powerhead may not
be used in the Caribbean EEZ to har-
vest Caribbean reef fish. The possession
of a mutilated Caribbean reef fish in or

from the Caribbean EEZ and a
powerhead is prima facie evidence that
such fish was harvested by a
powerhead.

(c) Gillnets and trammel nets in the
Caribbean EEZ. A gillnet or trammel
net may not be used in the Caribbean
EEZ to fish for Caribbean reef fish.
Possession of a gillnet or trammel net
and any Caribbean reef fish in or from
the Caribbean EEZ is prima facie evi-
dence of violation of this paragraph (c).
A gillnet or trammel net used in the
Caribbean EEZ to fish for any other
species must be tended at all times.

§622.434 Prohibited species.

(a) General. The harvest and posses-
sion restrictions of this section apply
without regard to whether the species
is harvested by a vessel operating
under a commercial vessel permit. The
operator of a vessel that fishes in the
EEZ is responsible for the limit appli-
cable to that vessel.
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